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6 May 1953

“ NOTICE TO HOLDERS OF NIE-80, “COMMUNIST CAPABILITIES

AND PROBABLE COURSES OF ACTION IN KOREA,” publlshed _
3 Aprll 1953 '

SUBJECT: CHANGES IN ANNEX D AND MAP

The Intelligence Advisory Committee has noted the apparent incon-

sistency between data in Annex D to NIE-80 and data in the reference
. legend on the Map in that estimate, and has apprcved the Lhanges below:

ANNEX D .
-1, Reference column headed “Combal Radius (Nautlcnl Miles)".

Revise heading to read "Maximum Combat Radlus at Hest Operating

Alth‘.ude (Nauucal Miles)" and revise figures for MIG-15 as follows:

16894 2251
gib* 3607

2. Revise Footnote (2) to read: “With two external % 66 gal. tanks" a

MAP

3. Reference legend in lower rigbt-hand'corner. Revise to read as
follows (arcs on map should be changed accordingly) : RANGES RADIL

_of AIRCRAFT OPERATING FROM COMMUNIST BASES .

1. 86 105 nautical miles — MIG-15 with two 550- pound
bombs, and internal fuel only * -

2. 186 110 nautical miles — MIG-15 with no added arma-
ment, and internal fuel only * o

3. 240 255 nautical miles— MIG-15 with two 70-gatien
- - G6-gallon wing tanks, and no added armament *

4. 600 nautical miles — I1-28 jet light bomber with a 4,400-
pound bomb load, at 32/40,000 fect.

« Strafing misslon with Night out and retarn at best altitude,

"SLET
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SICURTTY TIFORMATION
CENTRAL INTELLIGERCE AGEERCT

24 Apeid 1953

JECRAIDGM FOUL THE INTELLIGENGE ADVISONE CQIIITTES

SUDJECT: IIE-80: Cormmist Capabilitins and Probable Gowrnes
' of Action in Korea C

1. Tho Diroctor of Imtelligence, USAF, has nsted that
thero 12 cn apparent inconsistency botiven dota in Ammox D
4o IIC-20 nnd datn in tho refercnce lopond on the Map in that
catimnte. : : S

2 Tho attached changes hnvo besn proposed by tho Afr
Forece o bring Anrex D and the lhp in line, '

"3, -Flenco 1ot me have your Concuricneo {or non-goncurrencs )
by Vodnecdny, 29 April el S

PAUL A, BGiEL
D/Acct. Diroctor/Adm,
_ Iasionnl Estirmutes

" Distrivution "A"
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HIOT‘OSYID CHAIES I AWIIEX D MTD HAP JTL-I}G
COEIUNIST CAPABILITIES AiD IROBADLE COURSLS WF ACTION TH KCEL“

AITX D

1. Toferenco coltmn headed "Combat Rodiug (I‘antlcal
les)¥, Reviso.bheading to read "ilurimum Comtmt Radius ot
Bent Ororating Altitndo (Ihutlcnl ld.los)" nnd rovise ﬁ.rw-a';
for HI(‘,-l” on folleunt

w0t gzit
a5 3R

2, Revide Footrote (’2) to rcnd. "{ith tiro oxtornal
£ 56 p-nJ tenko®, -

AP

n—

3 Rot‘ornnce logond in lmrcr richt. hrmu cornor, Toviso
to read nn follovn {aren on nap chould be chungod nccordingly)
RANESS RADIY of ATNCIANT OIERATING FROM CGHIU':IST DASLS”

1. 95 J.D)_ rauticel niloa - 1TG-15 with two 550-pound
borbao, nnd m.,cr-ml fuol only

2. 1ﬂ5 119 rmuuicnl milos - HIG-J.) uith no r'ddr*d
armament, and intormnl fucd ondy5

3, 246 2575 nntiead milen ~ lT'J'f.-J..: with tuo SR-reddon
g(»i_;xj_‘lpq wing tanks, and no added nrmumrmti

4. 69C noutiecal miea ~ I1-78 Jot 2 irht homber with
a 1.,mo..poma bozb lond, at 32720,000 foot.

o Strafiveg minclon with [1lipght out .md ok nf s st al1ni tm]o.
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- 'COMMUNIST CAPABILITIES AND PROBABLE COURSES'
OF ACTION IN KOREA THROUGH 1953 '

. THE PROBLEM -

‘To estimate Commumst. Cdpabllltles and probable courses of ncuon in Korea.

through 1953

CONCLUSIONS

by 1. The Commumst. lmhta.ry potential in

" the Korean area has grown steadily since
.- the initiation of cease-fire negotiations in
' mig-1951,
" than doubled and logistic support has
.. been substantially improved. Jet fighter
. strength has more than tripled. An esti-
{ - mated 100 jet light bombers have been
| .. introduced in Manchuria. Combat effec-
. tiveness of Communist military forces has
i " improved and is now believed to range
-+ from good to excellent. A highly organ-
. . ized, ‘well-integrated defensive zone -ex- .
. " tends possibly 15 to 20 miles to the rear
: .of present battle positions.
‘- fled areas heve -been constructed in rear -
.. of this zone and are being improved and

‘Troop strength has more

Many fortl-

expanded

.. 2. The Commumst Alr Force in Chma
' ,(CAFIC) currently has the capabllity of
seriously challenging UNC daylight air .

operations under conditions of good visi-

" bility over North Korea. - It also has the
. capability of'.expanding CAFIC air oper-

. "The term CAFIC ia. meant to Inelude North

Korean nlr unils and Soviet unlis which nre
believed Lo be operaling wlth the (,hlncqe Com-
munht Alr Force,

ations into UN-held te.rxtory and ad]a- |
ceni waters. I{ the Communists sup- -
ported a major ground oflensive by exer-
cising the maximum capabilities’ of the =
CAFIC over the entire Korean theater of
operations and UNC supporting bases, .
and achieved optimum success in these

- operations, the enemy ‘might place the‘_

UNC forces in Korea in jeopardy.

3. The enemy is capable of launching .a
major ground and/or air attack with lit-.

tle or no warning. On balance, current .
Communist “military, diplomatic, and

‘propaganda activities do not indicate

that the Communists intend to launch
large-scale ground or air operatlons in.,'
the near future. :

"4, Political and economic condxtions

within- North' Korea and .Communis_t
China arc not exerting compelling pres-

sure on the Commumsts to conclude an

armistice in Korea

5. We believe that (lurmg the pcrlod ol' :

* this estimate Sino-Savict coopcrauon in

Korea will not be materially reduced by

~frictions and conflicling interests.:




6. The .Communists probably estimate
that the Korean war exerts a divisive in-

fluence on the Western Powers and that

at least during the period of this esti--
. mate the UN/US is unlikely to commit
" the military- strength in the Far East
. necessary to drive the Communists from

Korea. At the same time the Commu-

"‘nists probably believe that the UN/US

.- will take actions during the period of this
" estimate which will increase the costs
. 'and risks of the Korean war for the Com-

munists.

.'.'i' We beheve that durmg the penod of
! this estlmabe the Communists will seek
' .to maintain strong military pressure in

Korea while retaining a primarily de-
fensive posture. ‘At the same time, the

Communists will continue to build up

their military strength in the Kore'a.'-»;

‘Manchuria area in order to be in a posi-

tion to exploit. any advantage which

‘might develop br to counter possible UN/

us mtens:ﬁcat:on or expanswn of the |
war. ST

‘ 8.' We believe that .SO long as t_he ml]ll&l‘y '.

stalemate in Korea continues, the Com-
munists are unlikely to make concessions

on the POW issue to sccure an armi- .
_stice'

9. We beheve that the Communist objcc- i-
tive to ga.m contro! of all Korea will re-

main unchanged. We also believe, how-
" ever, that the Communists desire to avoid - -

general war over the Korean issue and
that Communist courses of action in.

- Korea will be chcrmmcd by Commumst

glob.sl interests.

| .'DISCUSS_ION

‘ CAPABILIT!ES OF COMMUNIST

i MILITARY FORCES IN KORZA

- Force Strengths

10. Ground Forces. Enemy ground forces in

" the Korcan area have grown steadily in per-
- sonnel strength since the Initlation.of arml-
" stice negotiations in mid-1951, and currently -
'are more ihan double their mid-1951 strength. .

STRENGTH OF ENEMY GROUND FORCI:.S

~ IN KOREA®
July 1951 July 1952 Mnrch 1953
North Korean 230 000 - 267 000 204 000
Chinese . ) -
. Communlst 272 000 . 680.000 " 838,000
" TOTAL 502 000 947,000 © 1,130,000

l In addition to the Chinese Communist forces
- In Korea, there are about 255, 000 Chinese
) Communist troops-in Manchuria and 129,000

1By way bf comparison, United Natlens Command
(UNC) ground force strength in mid-1951 was
nhout 416,000, UNC ground force -:lrcm:th at
present is about 513,000,

in North China. These forces could be used :
in Korea should a situation devclop which.

‘required rapid, substantial Comiriur_\ist. rein-

foreement of their current forces.:

- 11. The combat - effcctiveness and- momlc of
Communist ground units in Korea is judged - -
Major pro- - -
grams of reorganization, re-cquipment, and .-
reinforcement, particularly in armor, artillery,
- and antlaircraft artillery units, have resuited

to range. from good to excellent.’

in substantially increased encmy fire power.
In recent months, improvements have been
noted in the encmy's employment of ficld and -
AA artlllcry and in tra:nmg, as evidenced by -

*BE-37, “Probable Effects on the Sovict. Bloe of

Ccrialn Courses of Actlon Directed at the In- " .

ternal and External Commerce of Communlist-
China” (dated 9 March 1953, eoncludes that a
" navnl blockade of Communist China, In con-
junction with inrge-senle and sustalned alr and -

naval bomhardment of ey Chinese Communist.

transportation lines, would not in itself Induce .
the Communists to accept a Korean scttlement
on present UN torms, . :
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better leadership and tactical use of troops,.

particularly-in small unit tactics. There has
been an increased emphasis on the use of fire
and maneuver and less emphasis on “human
sea” tactics.

© 12. The Communist logist:c position in Korea

“has improved . during - the long semi-static
_‘period since the beginning of armistice nego-
- tiations. Although UNC operations against
. lines of communication in North Korea have
- made Communist re-supply cfforts difficult,
" the enemy has been able, though at consid-
- erable cost’in effort and equipment, to trans-
‘port sufficlent supplies to.meet his combat
requirements and to create stockpiles.. It is
| - estimated that the enemy now has stockpiled
! in Korea sufficient supplies to support about
35 days of offensive operations. However, be-
cause of a limited transport capability for sup-

-port ol his attacking cchelons, the enemy

_probably would not be able to sustain a large-
scale offensive for more than 10 to 14 days.

It should be noted, however, that the enemy’s .

.. build-up in military strength in North Koreu

':* has brought an accompanying jncrease in his
;- lugistic requirements. Thus, effective logis-
tic supjort of a major sustained oflensive.
would now necessltate, more than at any time

~..'in the past, a steady ﬂow of suppllcs to for-

‘'ward areas. -
13. Air Forces.
China (CAFIC)* has grown steadily since the
- initiation of truce negotiations in mid-1951.

i It is estimated -that the cnemy's jet fighter

;" strength has more than' tripled since mid-
L+ 1951, In addition, CAFIC strength has been
increased in recent months by the introdue-
tion of 1L-28 jet light bombers, an estimated

i 100 of which are now in Manchuria.

: ESTIMATED CAFIC TO & E BTRENGTH'

July July  February -
: 1951 195% 1953
Jet Fighter 400 1300 1400
" . Jet Light Bomber 100
Other Types - 600 800 850
Total '1,000 2,100 2,250

*The term CAFIC J& meant to Include North
Korean alr unils and Soviet units which nre

believed to be operating wilth the Chinese Com- -

. munists,

"The Communist Air Force in °

" Of the present total combqt‘sl.rcngth of 2,350, -
" approximatcly 1,460 combal aijreraft {includ- -

ing 1,000 jet fighters and the 100 IL-28 jet -

light bombers) are believed to be in the North

Korea-Manchuria arca. The remaining com-
bat aircraft (including over 300 jet fighters) .

~are believed to be in China proper, based pri- -

marily around Peiping, Shanghan. Canton
and Hsuchou, _ o

14. By US crncrin_, CAFIC fighter unils are
believed to be reaching a fairly high standard

" of combat efficiency. ' There has been a steady. .
- improvement in. enemy air tactics and, al-

though the degree of individual encmy pilots
aggressiveness has fluctvated periodically, the
proficiency and aggressiveness of enemy -
fighter pilots by US standards is considered
“good™ at the present time.. - The most serious -
current CAFIC weakness is -ls deficiency in
all-wealher and night-interception capability. -
Although the CAFIC has been able to main-
tain sustained air activity over the past year,
the average CAFIC daily sortic rate, based oni™
sightings by UN aircraft, appears te bé only a

* fraction of the number of sorties possible with

the total aircrart bchcvcd to be available.

15, Airficld construction and repair has “been
undcrway in North Korca since June ‘1950,
At present, there are approximately 33 air— :
ﬁelds in North Korca which are or- could be-. o

% Present actual strength of CAFIC units 1s. not.-_ .

_known, but most unlits are belleved to be near -
their authorized strength, .Table of Organiza- ~
tion and Equipment strength is-used as the basle
. for estimation of CAFIC strength sinee it s con- |
sidered that prior to any dellberate Communist
expansion of the air war the USSR probably
" would provide the CAFIC with sufMelient nireraft
“to bring any understrength units to thelr full .
TO & E complement. Sece Annex A and Anhncex B .
for a tabular and graphic presentation of Com-
munlst alr strength since the outbreak of the
* . Korean war, together with a strength forccast
through the perlod of this estimate. See An-
nex C fer a tabular presentation of Sviet Far
. East alr strength, and Annex D for CAFIC and
Boviet Alr Force alreraft performance charae-.
_ teristics. By way of comparison, the actual
UNC alr strenpth In mid-1951 was about 860 air-
-eraft, the majority of which were piston type.
The actunl UNC alr strength at preseni is about
1,710 aireraf!, of which npproxlmnbcly 75 nre
Jet fighters.

TOP—S5-6-R-E-T




. the Korean war.
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" come siitable for military operations. Of

these, there.are cight airficlds which could

" within a short time be capable of handling

sustained jel operations.  Within Communist

. .China, an Intensive airficld repair and facili-
" ties build-up has produced a good system of
airfields capable of handling all types of air-
" .craft now available to lhe CAFIC.
" churia, the recently developed air facilities are

In Man-

so located as to provide excellent bases for the

" alr defense of ‘Manchuria, and the ten jet air- -

ficlds in the Antung ‘Mukden complex are so
located as to permit Communist jet fighters to
strafe — but not to bomb—forward UN in-
stallations s

16. The CAFIC is almost wholly dcpcndent'

upon the USSR for logistical support, includ-

_ing aircraft, fuel supplies, armament, and am-
In addition, the USSR appears to
"be providing advanced pilot training within

munition.

the USSR for CAFIC pilots, and Sovlet per-

" sonnel may be exercising operational control '
_‘.ol’ the CAFIC either directly or indirectly

" 11. Naval Forces.

There has

Korean Navy, with motor. torpedo boats and

" other small naval vessels, as well as naval
_. . ordnance, mincs, POL, radar and deck and
i minesweeping gear.

No Soviet submarines
are known to. have been transferred. The

‘Chincse Communists and the Notth Koreans

arc probably receiving Soviet guidance and
trnlnlng In. nnvnl warfare and coastal defense.

. .Over-All Military Capabilities”

19. Ground Forces. There arc currently de-

" ployed in North Korca approximately 19 Chi-

* See attached map. .

‘The small prewar North-
Koreani Navy was largely destroyed. éarly in
Except for a substantlal -
" capability for minclaying, ils present. effec-
" tiveness is insignificant. The operational -
~ ‘Chinese Communist. Navy consists of about
i 100 _ships, including 42 amphibious vessels.
' "The Chinese Commutist Navy has increased
" lts effectiveness in the past year..
.. been no indication to date of Chinese Com-
~ :munist naval aid to North Korea.

. _jl_a.'Thé" USSR is supplying the Chinese Com-
" munist Navy, and lo a lesser extent, the North

. nese Communist armics and 5 North Korean

corps. Artillery, rocket launcher, and ar-

. mored units are attachied to infantry divisions.

Approximately 300,000 of these forces are

‘either engaged in or immediately availabie for.
_coastal defensc operalions.

The bulk of this.
force is disposed in the coastol areas where

“amphiblous operations might be anticipated.

The Communists have been engaged in the
strengihening of thelr coastal and front-lire
defenses since 1951." A highly organized, well-
integrated defensive zone extends possibly 15

1o 20 miles to the rear of present battle posi- ‘
tions. Many - fortified areas have been con-'

structed in rear of this zone and are being

‘mproved and expanded. A delensive zone is

believed to exist inghtly to the rear of the.
forward fortificd arca and a third zonc has
been reported across the waist of Korca: Re-
ports indicate extensive employment of cn- -

- {renchments, wire, mines, and roadblocks ift.
. all defensive arcas. Strong ficld fortificatiohs .

have been constructed in depth along present.
front lincs and along the cast and west coasts. -
Logistical rescrves have been substnntlally
improved in these arcas, .

20. ‘At the prcsent time and under present
conditions of limited air support, Communist

ground forces in Korea have t.he following-‘

capabilitics:

a. A large-scale oﬂ'ensivc, ‘with llttle or no
warnmg. ‘

b. Limited-objective oﬂcnslvcs. .
¢. -Defense In dcpt.h ovcr a prolonged period; -

d. Limited gucrnlla operatlons in South
Korea. : :

21, Air Forces. The CAFIC currently has the
capability of seriously challenging UNC day-
light air operations under conditions of good-

visibility over North Korea and o[ expanding-

CAFIC air opcrations into UM-held terr itory
and adjiacent walers, CAFIC enpabllilies ap-
pear Lo have been greatly increased during the
past six months by the conversion of two light
bomber regiments in Manchuria to 11-28 jet
light bombers. The maximum  eslimated
combat radius of the IL-28 is such that by




. .Manchuria to the Soviet frontier.
. sive ‘radar nct has been developed In the
_Korea-Manchuria area. However, despite the

" - staging from Southern Manchuria bases the
- .CAFIC could liunch attacks -throughout

South Korea and part of Japan.?

22, 'I'hc CAFIC does not have the present ca- .

pability, however, of challenging UNC air

. " operations under conditions of poor visibility

and has only a limited all-weafher capability.

. .- CAFIC capabililies against UNC ground forces
. and Installations are presenily limited by the
lack of operational jet-fighter installations in
-Korea from which short-range altacks, em-

ploying bombs or napalm, could be mounted.

The CAFIC has not yeét demonstrated the

capabllity of caivying out cither effective alr-

‘ground support operations or effective high-
' altitude bombing by jet aircraf t. '

T 23, Communist air defense capab:hties in ’
" " Korea, Manchuna and to a. lesser extent in
. China proper have considerably increased
;. during the past year.as a resull of ‘intensive
- effort. A.visual ¢bserver and/or radar air

" warning net has been established which pro-
vides almost complctc coverage along the

China coast from Halnan Island through
An exten-

considerablg” progress made, present Commu-

" nist radar control and communications facili-

ties are not believed capable of opcrating

‘effectively against mass or saturation . ralds.

Communist antiaireraft fire in Norlh Korea

" has continued to increase in volume and ac- - .
.“euracy over the past year and now includes

some use of radar-controlled scarchlights and

"“guns. - The Communists have an estimated
1,000 jet fighters in the North Korean.

Manchurian arca and have the capabllity in
this area of making a vigorous fighter defcnse
apainst 'UN alr attacks under conditions of
daylight and good visibility. However, these
fighter defense capabllities are severely limited
by darkness and poor visibility. Elsewhere In
Communist China, the CAFIC may be able to

‘ . deploy enough aircraft for defense of selected

" 185ee atlached map. IL-28s are belleved to have

a combat celliny of 37,000 feet, approximnte
— maximum alr speed of 430 knols, and bomb- load
- capnelty of up to 6,600 pounds.

33

specific- arcas apainst air attack but the pres-
entiy available forces are too sparsely deployed '
and other elements of the air defense system- .
are too weak to prevent saturation of the air
defense system through simultancous attacks

against sevéral arcas.  There is no indieation.
that airborne inu:rccpt radar equ:pmcnt. is .
available to the CAFIC

24. Combined Azr and Ground Capabmt:cs ‘
If the Communists employed their maximum -
air capability simultancously with a major .
ground force offensive but restricted their air
activity to Communist-held” territory, they’
would interfere at least Initially with UNC
close-support _and interdiction -operations,

“This relief from UNC air action against cnemy-'-'-

forward elements -and  LOC- would improve
considerably the enemy's opportunitics for.

_limited success. However, under these circum- -

stances, Communist forces would probably not -

"have the capability to eject UNC forces from

Korea. If the Communlsts supported a major.
ground offensive by. surprise at.tacks exercising.

‘their maximum alr capabilitics over the entire "

Korean theater of operations and UNC sup-'
port bascs* the cnemy would cause’ consid-

- crable damage to UNC. jet airficld installatlons

in the forward.areas. In addition, stch at- .

© tacks would divert some UNC afreraft and AA
. weapons to purely defensive missions. There- -

fore, the grounu force capabllmes would be

- enhanced In that their troop. movements.and

logistie cfforts would be under considerably

* InsufMclent Information Is avallable on which to
base a firm estimate of the maximum number of
CAFIC aireraft which could be committed In the
initial attnck of n major air offensive. However,
assuming that units in the CAFIC are assigned
approximately 80 pereent of their TO & E

"~ strength and that a sinnd-down Inspection was
was held prier to » mhjor air offenslve, Lhe
encmy, without redeptoyment of atrernft, could
possibly commit at present nboutl 700 jet fighters,
120 piston Nghters, 40.jet lighl bombers, and. 25
piston Hght bombers.  With redeploymoent, and
with the same a%sumpt.lons as above, these fipg- -
tres would Increase to about 950 jet fighters, 150

' plston fighters, 40 jet itght bomhers, and 150

piston -light bombers, The sorlle rnte which
could be -susiained afier nn Inltind alr strike: is
estimated {o be 18 per month for each Jet
fighter, and 15 per month for nll other types.
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lighter air atlacks. Although no firm esti-
" male can be made of the situation which

might ultimately develop under these circum-

. stances, it is possible that if the Communists

supported a major ground offensive hy exer-

~'cising their maximum air capablhtie‘: over the

entire Korean theater of operations and UNC
supporting bases, and achieved oplimum sue-
cess In these operations, the enemy might

s Place UNC forces Iin jeopardy.

:25. Naval Forces.
_minclaying, North Korean naval capabilities

‘mated war in Korea,
“stances Communist capabilitics. probably
. would continue gradually to improve during

With ihe exception of

continue -to be negligible. If ‘the Chinese
Communist. Navy should enter the Korean
war, it would be capable of asslstmg the North
Korenn Navy as follows:

a. Motor torpedo boat surprisc attacks on

UN shipping in. lhe coastal walers of the Yel-

low Séa.
b. Laying and s“eenlng naval mines. -
.¢. Suppying up to 1,000 trained submarine

personnel :
oo d, Providlng amphib:ous 1ft for a balanced
o force of 3 to 4 divisions in the coastal waters of
- the Yellow Sca, using conventional landing
i .eraft,
i - sary to cunduct such operations

" Controel of the sca and air are neces-

" 26. Likely Trends in Enemy Military Capa- -
o :bzht:es in Korea.*

a. Under continucd cond:tions of a stale—
Under these circum-

the period of this estimate. The enemy s
capable of continuing the augmentation of
ground forces by the titroduction of addi-

_tional infantry, artillery, and armored units,

and of continuing the Improvement of fire

power, tactical use of troops, and logistic sup-

port. " If the USSR continucd te support the
CAFIC, the over-nli -capabilities of the Com-

" munists would probably be significantly im--

proved and the threat to UN installations in

Korta would be increased. The Chinese Com-

*The effect of cortain UN/US courses nf nction

- on Communist capabllities In Korena i discussed
In SE-37, “Probablc Effects on the Sovict. Bloe
of Certaln Courses of Actlon Dirccted at the In-
ternal and External Commcrco of Communist
"China,” 9 March 1953 :

munist Navy Is believed capuble of absorbing
considerably more naval equipment, including -
.Smail coaslal submarines or coastal destroyers, -
than is now apparently being supplicd them'

- by the USSR. Whether or not such addi-

tional Soviet support is given, Chinese Com-.
munist naval capabilitics for operations de-
scrit>d in paragraph 25 would continue to
increase. ‘North Korcan naval capabilities -
would increase Lo a very modest extent. - '

b. in the event of a cedase-fire in Korea.
The most significant trend likely to develop in
encmy capabilities under these circumstances
-would be the rebuilding and re-cqu:pping of -
North Korea's alrficlds. .

- Sovnei Capobllmes to Intervene in the .
- Korean War - ‘

27. Ground Forees.. 1f tho'USSR should de-
cide to intervene openly in the Korean war, it
could at the present - time. commil to:combat
within Korea un estimated" 13 to 15 divisions -
(215,000-250,000 troops) w:thm 30 to 60 days.
after .a decision- had been. made to_employ
these forces.

in the event of full mobilization in the Soviet
Far East.. The total rorce under such circum- |
stances would probably be substantially inex- -
cessof 13-15 divisions.

28, Air Forces. The Soviet Far Eastern Air .
Force consists at present of an estimated. -
5,600' aircraft, including 1,760 jet fighters,
320 jet light bombers, 1,150 piston light
bombers, and 220 TU-4 ‘piston medium
bombers. It fs believed that available faclli- -
ties would allow depioyment into-the Korean

theater of less than 20 pereent of the above

total strength.  However, the Soviet alr forees -

. could launch air strikes with approximately .

150 jct light bombers, 820 piston light bomb- .
ers, and 130 piston ‘medium bombers from -
present bases i the Southern Maritime and
Port Arthur areas against UN installations in
Korca and Japan while mumtolnlng an. nir
defense of Soviet territory. - The Soviet Far
Enstorn Air Force could also provide an nir- .

“TOLE szrengl.h. See Anncx c.

" No firm estimate can he made .
of the Soviet forces avaiiable for use in Korea . .




'29. Naval Forces.
strength In the Pacific area is estimated to
. be 321 surface vessels, the largest of which’
- are two heavy cruisers and 31 destroyers; and
. 93 submarines, of which 64 arc modern types.
This force could be immediately employed in .

I..U:‘ S'“‘“"f'”r ' . ) . K] :

borne Jift for 6,700 to 7,500 paratroops, or it

" could lift 15,000 to 18,000 paratroops in an
'operation exlending over a-5-day period.

Present Soviet naval

the Korean arca. Soviet naval aviation in

_'the Far East (all shore-based and iricluded in
- totals given above for the Sovict Far Eastern

Alr Force) Is estimated (TO & ‘E) to consist
of 1,540 aircraft. - Utilizing their presently.

~ known number of 42 amphibious vessels, it Is

.~ .estimated that the Soviets could provide am- .

" phibious lift ror a balanced force of 2 divi-
. slons against the east coast of Korea or -
- ' Japan.

' . aré expected In Soviet Far East ground force
'. .or naval capabilities during the period of this

0 through continued re-cquipping of existing
units with jet fighters and jet light bombers,
"-and through increased proficiency of flying

Utilization of merchant  vessels

would aﬂord an ‘increased capabllity

30. szely T rends in- Soviet Military Capabﬂi—
ties in the Korean Area. No major changes

estimate. “The effectiveness of the Soviet I'ar
Eastern- Air Force will probably improve

personnel with respect to formation flying,

high altitude bombing, and long-range navl-"
gation under both clear and restricted visi-

bility conditlons

PROBABLE CO_MMUNIST COURSES -
‘OF ACTION IN KOREA

Sovnet Globol Interes!s
31. In terms of Communist global lntcrests

- the Korean war has had both advantages and
disadvantages.

‘has served to tie down US milltary forees. has
“-created a source of tension between the US

. and its allles, and has provided a useful focus

- and stimutus for Communist 'propaganda ‘and

On the positive side, the war

other forms of political warfare. On lhe

. ncgative side, the war ‘has been a drain on

“the. resources of the USSR and Communlst

.. China and has provided a stimulus for main-

taining the .West's rearmament cforls.

- given the regime and thic war eflort. ‘
-the increasingly effective totalitarian meas-
‘ures of the regime are almost certainly ade- -

Moreover, the Communists probably estimate
that a closing out of the war by concessions
to the UN would encourage the West to main-
tain a firm position on other issues of the’
East-West confliet, would involve a loss of
prestige, and might incrcase Communist mili-

_tary defections in the future.

32. Whether the Kremlin eshmatés that So-

_vict interests ip the Far East can be ad-

vanced by a prolongation or by a tcrmmation
of the war in Korea dcpcnds in large degreé
on Soviet world-wide strategy. .The Kremiin
probably would prefer to move toward the:

" attainment of its objeclives by means shorty_‘

of general war. - While the Communist ag- -
gression in Ketrea has. involvod throughout,

‘an inherent risk of general war, the Kremlin

has sought. to limit its own role in the Korean

war and has not sought to use the war as

an excuse for iniliating broader hostilities. _
The Kremlin appears desirous of avoiding -
general war over the Korean issue and for

. this reason would probahly prefer cither a

continuation of the present situation or an -
armistice to a sprcad in hostilities that in its,
vlew would lead to gcnernl war,’ .

Internal Conditions in Commumst Chmu -
and North Koreo : o

33. Communist China. During “the Korean -
war, -Chinese Communist political controls
have bcen intensified.” Forced colleclion of -
funds has been instituted in order to finance

_the war and the regime’s internal programs:’
. These cocrclve .measures have in all proba-

bitity decreased thé degree of willing support-
But

quate to control any rcscntmcnt which may -
develop.

' 34, The cconomic and. pdllucnl stralns Im-

poscd on. Communist China by the Korean
war are probably less at present than they
were In 1950 and 1851, The tisc In the in- .
dustrial aad agricultural outpul of Commu-
nist.China an the strengthening of political
and cconomic vontrols have increased the re-
sources at the disposal of the regime.  We

TOUP—SECRET,
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therefore believe It unlikely that domestic fac-
-tors, either cconomic or political, are placing
the Chinese Communist regime: under any
Immediate and demanding pressure lo con-
clude an armistice in Korea. 3o long as the

‘USSR continucs to furnish a lar ge share of

the military cquipment and supplics for the
'\mr and provides cconomlic assistance, the

Chinese Communist war efforl, at current or.

even somewhat rxpanded levels, s not likely

© to subject the economy 1o serious strains.

.- certainly have an increasingly adverse efTect
. on Internal conditions In North Korea.
-ever, this will probably have iittle Influcnce

33, North Korea.
" apparently exists jn North Korca.
.. the regimé has claimed a bumper crop for
1952, food production aud distribution have
-apparenl.l) not met ¢ivilian and military re-
" quirements, . and substantial assistance from
.. Communist China has been nccessary. North
_. Korean housing, industry, and clectric power
.. have all been severely curtailed by UNC oper-
. atlons.
‘consumer goods and In agricultural man-

A cntical food situation

In addition. major shortages exist in

power. ‘Accordingly, morale among the

“civillan population has continued to' decline
“and there is-some evidence of factionallsm

wilhin the regime. However, there Is no evl-
dence that resolution of the North Korcan

regime or the morale of the Norih Korcan
armed forces has been. substantially weak-

cried.” A prolongation of the war will almost
How-

on Communist courscs of action in Korea be-

caus¢ the Interests ‘of the North .Korcan. '
_Tegime ‘wili continue .to be subordinated to
' _the global or rcgional interests or the USSR.

Sino—Sovnet Cooperohon in Korea -

- 36. -Although there Is evidence of a recent in-
-erease in. Chinese Communist . influchce in

North Korea, we believe that the USSR still -
.dominates North Korcan affairs.
* ton of primary influcnce In North Korea may

- The ques-

eventually have an adverse effect upon Sino-
Soviet relations, but IL Is unlikely that such

riv ‘alry will, during the period of this estimate,.

have any major effect upon Communist-

. ‘courses of actlon in Korea.,

-In . addition,

“Although -

.38. Military Indications.

37. Continuation of the Korcan war almost

- ccrlainly creates strains. in' ine $Sino-Soviel

parlnership. The war. undoubtedly raises
the problems of the distribution of its burdens
between the two powers. Furthermore, the . -
death of Stalin has probably created some’
uncertaintics jn the Sino-Soviet relationship.
Communist China’s growing
military and cconomic- dependence on the

USSR probably poses other diMculties which |

culd eventually place scrious strains on the

- Sinc-Boviet relationship. However, the con-

flicting individual interests and the frictions,
actual and potential, which may exist in the

'Sino-Soviet partnership have not to date ham-

pered the ecnemy's ceffective cooperation in
Korea, and ‘there Is at the present time no
evidence of changes In the Korean policies of -
cither of the two powers. Communist China’

- probahly views its security- as being closely.

linked to that or the USSR and . has demon- -
strated its Mllingncss to subordinate- its im-
mediate interesls to the broader objectives it
sharés with the USSR, - Therefore, we .be-
licve that the efTectiveness of Sino-Sovict co- -

operation in Korea, at least during the pcrmd f
of this cstimate, will not. be malmially

reduced.

Current Indico?ions of Cpmmunis_t
Intentions in Korea

Pro*:cnt Commu- ;
nist milltary activitles in Lthe Far East indi- .
cate . Communist intentlon to maintain their. -
military commitment in Korca. While the.
nature of Communist military activities in
Korca suggests an immediate intention -to .

. continue: defensive-type operations, the con-, -

tinued. bufld-up of both- ground and air .
strenglh of all types appears to nnudp'llc'.“
the possibility of the resumption of full. senle -
ground fighting and an cxtcmlon of air war-

fare. i :

39. Indicauom from Communist Diplamntrc

Moves. Sovicl and Chinese Communist dip-
lomatie actions, while providing no conclusive .’

_Indlcations of Communist courses of actlon,

suggest an irtention to continue the war'in
Korca. In particular, the Communists have,
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-~ refused to make any concessions on the POW
-Issue.’

Since the indefinite suspension of
truce ncpotiations at Panmunjom on 8 Oclo-

 ber 1952, the Communists have not indicated

any rcadiness to compromise on their demand
for “ictal repatriation” of POW's. This in-

* transigence was demoristraled: in the Soviet
" Unlon's viol:nt rejection of .the Mcnon Reso-

lution in-the ‘UN -General Assembly. The

. Moscow Sino-Soviet discussions and the Sep-

‘ability to thwart these

tember 1952 Sino-Sovict exchaiige of notes on
the relention of Soviet forces in Port Arthur
offer no conclusive indications of Communist

" intentions in Korea. However, these events

do indicate a Communist desire to Impress

. the West with the solidily of the Smo—Sovxet
" alljance. :

40. Propaga_nda Indications.
munist propaganda has indicated no disposi-
tion on the part of the Comniunists to accept
a truce on other than their own terms. The
main burden of recent Communist propa-

ganda has. concerncd itself with alleged US-

plans to extend the war and Communist
_ plans. However,
there has been no indicalion in Communist

-propaganda of a major Communist offensive

in Korea. Chinese Communist propaganda

--has stressed that its intérnal economic pians -

" .need not be disturbed and indced can be

L S

.. stimulated by a continuation of thc Korcan
[ - war. -
: ,_-'Probable Courses of Achon

L 41, The Communists probab!y estimatc that .
~the'Korean war exertis a divisive influence on

the Western Powers and that at least during

.+ -the perlod of this estimate the UN/US {s un.

Rccent Com- -

l:kc!y lo commit the mlhtnry strcnglh in the

Far East necessary lo drive the Communisis
from Korca. At the same time the Commu- -
nists probabiy believe that the UN/US’ will -
take actions during the period of this esti-

mate which will increase the costs and risks -
of Lthé Korcan war fcr the Communists.

- 42. We belicve that during the period of Lhis

estimale the Communists will seck to main- :

- tain strong military pressurc in Korea while

retaining a primarily defensive posture.. At
the same umc. the. Communlsts will eontinue

-to build up their military strcngth in the
- . Korea-Manchuria area in order to be in a -
position to -exploit any ,advant_age which' -

might develop or to counter possible UN/US !
intensification or expansion of the war. .

43, We believe that so long as the military
stalemate in Korca continucs, the Commu-
nists are unilkely 1o make concessions on the .

'POW issuc to secure an armistice."

44. We belxeve that the Commumst. objectiv'c
to gain control of al! Korea will remain un-’
changed. We also believe, however, that the
Communists desire to avoid general war over -
the Korean Issue and (hat - Communist
courses of action in Korea will be- detcrmined_'. :
by Communist global interests. '

NEBE-37, “Probable Effects on the Sovlet Bloc of -
Certain Courses of Action Directed at the In-
ternal and .External Commerce of Communist -
China" (dated 9 March 1953, concludes that a .|
naval blockade of Communist China, In con- -
junection with large-seale and sustained air and -
naval bombardment of key Chinese Communist
transportation lines, would not in itself Induce
the Communlsts o nccopt a Korean scl.l.lcmcnl. .
on prc-wnt UN terma.
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. ANNEX A

COMMUNIST AIR FORCE IN CHINA

. THE 'ESTIMATED TO & E STRENGTH OF THE

10

Yo . TYPEOF
AIRCRAFT '

JULY

- 1950

JULY
1851

JuLy
1952

PRESENT .

. JULY

" JULY -

1954’

" JetFighter
|- | Piston Fighter
" Ground Attack

A Jet Light Bomber

' Medium Bomber
: Trﬁnsport 3

" . Reconnaissance -

200

87

Piston Light Bomber -~ 20

400 -

200

170 -

130

100.

1,300

240 .

140

260

‘160

- 1,400

240

J200

100

240

170

. 1953

. 1;'7.50

300

250

100
250
‘. )

150

- 300

300,

160

- 350
?.

240"

2,100 .

50

TOTAL

307

1,000

2,100

2,350 .

2800

3500
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ANNEX C

12

AIRCRAFT TYPE

IJuLy
1952.

1 JANUARY
1953

lJuLy -

1953

1JuLy

1954 -

Fighter
Jet
_Piston

© Attack

Jet
‘Piston

. Light Bomber

Jet
" Piston”

l\{iédlum Bot_nber |

;I‘rahsport

Reconnalssiahce '

Jet .
Piston -

1370
1,200
s
30
1,600
130

470

310 .

1,760
750

630

320
1,150

220

470

300

2,000

550 -

630

610

. 860

220

470

3107

2,500

160 -
© 450

1140 .
260" "

" 390 -

a0

150 :
_180

5,740

75,600

- 5,650

5700
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-ANNEX D

‘CCA.F AIRCRAFT TECHNICAL CAPABILITIES

TYPE AIRCRAFT  COMBAT RADIUS  COMBAT CEILING : ARMAMENT
. _ tNautical pMiles) {Feet) : o
. JetFighters ] - _ ’ )
MIG-15 160* . 50,500 2/23 mm, 80 rounds/gun - .
: o 3153 : - 1/37T mm, 40 rounds -
" MIG-9 330 - 42,000 - " 1/37mm, 100 rounds
L o ‘ : _ - 2/23 mm, 75 rounds/gun -
YAK-15 . . 300 - . - 31500 2/20 mm, rounds/gun unlmown
I ' 6-8/55 mm, rockets s
'Plst.;'anFilghters.,_ . ‘ : : _ o | : -
YAK-9 . 540 j + 30,500 y 1/20 mim, 120 rounds _
o e ‘ ‘ - 5 2/12.7 180 rounds/gun :
.. LAT - 300 . 33500 - 2/20mm,200 rounds/gun -
TLAe . 440 30500 . 4/23 mm, 100 rounds/gun
' ".Jét Light Bombers | | o
o288 - 590 - 37,000 " 4/23 min, guns
_ 6903 o . 4 400/6 600 1bs. bombs -
' Piston Light Bombers - L o
TU-2 400 | 23,000° ' 2/20mm, 150 rounds/gun -
g : : : - . 37127 mm, 250rounds/gun :
3,300 Ibs. bombs :
- Ground Attacks : T
IL-10 . 170 © . ... . - 2/23mm,150rounds/gun.
: . S © 2/7.62 mm, 750 rounds/gun

1/12.7 mm, 150 rounids/gun
2/132 mm, rockets :
§80 lbs. bombs’

** Medlum Bombers

" TU4 s 1,700 .. 310008 - . 8/2.7mm, 500 rounds/g'un
. K 2,150 4 . ... 2/20mm. .
' ' - 10,000 1bs. bombs (normal)
20,000 Ibs. bombs (maximum)

'Internal fuefonly. .
'with two externnt 70 gal. tanks.
_ "With two external 220 gal, tnnkn .
* Btripped-down version,
* Combnt cclllngs will vary with grosa wclght
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